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ABSTRACT 



The State Board of Directors for Comm\inity Colleges of 
Arizona is in the process of strengthening and formalizing its university 
transfer system. This document presents an outline of one possible community 
college-university transfer system based upon existing agreements and 
procedures in place. One of the key features of the system is an Automated 
Transfer Program Guide to provide accurate, reliable, and timely information 
on how a student ' s community college transcript would be evaluated for 
transfer into the academic programs at the state's public universities. One 
of the first steps is to transform the current paper-based course equivalency 
guide into electronic format in order to ease maintenance and expand its 
usability. Curriculum check- sheets that describe the courses a student should 
take during their first two years at a community college to be eligible to 
transfer are already being implemented. Electronic versions of these would 
become the source of program information for the Automated Transfer Program 
Guide. An automated transfer program guide would allow students to enter the 
courses they have taken at a community college, and then receive an immediate 
response about which of those courses will transfer to a particular program 
at a specific university. The guide would also make recommendations about 
what additional courses students should complete at a community college. 
Additionally, the automated transfer program guide could be used for other 
functions, such as electronic transmission of transcripts. (TGO) 
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♦ Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 

♦ from the original document . 
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a community college is the first essential element of a successful community college-university 
articulation system. Arizona has such a course equivalency guide, and has an established 
procedure for keeping it up-to-date and reliable. One cannot overstate the importance of this 
accomplishment. It is the foundation upon which the rest of the system rests. 
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At the present stage of articulation it is not possible to generalize the transferability of a course 
beyond a specific program at a specific university. A given community college course may be 



considered differently with respect to similar programs at the different universities or with respect to 
different programs at the same university. The automated transfer program guide must I'eflect this 
reality. 
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courses to university courses will be honored for all courses taken during the academic year for 
which the ECEG is published. If a student attends a community college during more than one 
academic year, it will be necessary to consult two or more editions of the ECEG to assess the 
transferability of the courses taken by the community college student. 



Changes for the next edition of the ECEG will begin to be assembled immediately after the 
publication of the previous edition. These changes, however, will not become effective until the 
following academic year, when another edition of the ECEG will have been distributed. 
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Each university would be responsible for maintenance of Electronic Curriculum Check-I5heets for its 
undergraduate programs. Curriculum Check-Sheets may be changed aimually, and should be 
republished simultaneously with the ECEG. The Curriculum Check-Sheet in effect at th(j time a 
student began his or her studies remains in effect for that student while the student actively pursues his 



or her course of study. If the student does not maintain continuous enrollment the Curriculum 
Check-Sheet in effect when the student resumes his or her program would become applicable. 
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An On-Line Transfer Course Evaluation System should be developed to simplify the 
maintenance of the Course Equivalency Guide. This system would be an extension of the 
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